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Junior Chamber International 25th World Congress -
1970 (Silver Jubilee)

When Junior Chamber Dublin decided to make a bid to host the World
Congress of Jayeees International, it was the greatest undertaking of the
Chamber (and indeed of Junior Chamber Ireland) up to that time. The
Dublin Chamber was very strong with membership rangmg from Zalup
to 275 during the period  We received great support from the
Taciseach, Mr. Jack Lymch, and all the Ministers involved, as well as
sponsorship from Insh industry and International compantes

It was a three vear project - one vear to make the bid, in Mar del Plata,
Argentina, and then two more years to orgamsc the Congress itself. It
was enormously complex - the bid document ran to 75 pages of
undertakings in 3 languages. Virtually every member was involved - all
at the time of the Congress, and very many during the lobbyving, hidding
and promotional vears. We travelled all over the world in amall groups
to Regional Conferences and large groups to World Congresscs.

We had a strong voice in Junior Chamber International at that time
John Hegarty had been a JCI Viee President (and a candidate for World
President), Declan Lennon became a JCI Vice President and Frank
Carthy, who was Dublin President when we made the bid. went on to
become a JCT Vice President, Treasurer and candidate for World
President,

The Congress took place in Dublin from Ist to the 7th November, 1970
and was attended by 1,868 delegates from 68 countrics. The congress
site was the RDS and we had to carry out extensive work there as we
took over the whole of the RDS.

This work included staging, lighting, telephone exchange and svstems,
electric power, heating, decoration, sipn-posting, catering (Acr Rianta).
simultaneous translation in 4 different venues at the same time, cle.




We mtreduced a number of innevations which refleeted the warmth and
hospitality of the Insh. Home hospitality on a lavish scale followed the
Opening Ceremony, wives of Chief Delegates were introduced at the
Opening Cercmony with both dressed in National Costumes, a Guinness
Hospitality Centre for all delegates for the entire duration of the
Congress (free draught Guinness), a Scenators Club (full free bar all
week lang), the Insh version of a Senators Breakfast (steak, champagne
and brandy) except that it was at lunch time, wonderful Irish cabaret
and dancing a the International Night and marvellous Irish food at the
buffet

It was a superb Congress and talked about for vears afterwards.
Because the weather in Ireland in November was unattractive compared
1o the usual hot sunny weather of typieal World Congresses, we went
out of our way to create a very warm, friendly, hospitable, personal,
good fun atmosphere m which all delegates could really have a Fantastic
time, and during which the business of the Congress could be carried
out at a soplusticated level and reflected favourably on Ireland as a
modern international state, We were always conscious of these elements
and this helped us to focus on ways to make the Congress an
outstanding success,

It 1s difficult to remember and mention evervone concermed as there
were 50 many wonderful characters, n addition to Frank, Declan and
John. [ remember with great affection John MeNally, Chairman of the
Congress Board and leading members of the team: Gerry Doyle, Matt
MeNulty, Arthur Pollock, Declan Winston, John Kavanash, Marius
Gallagher, Peter Kelly, Desiree Shortt, Ronan Gaynor, Paddy O'Beirme,
John Carroll, Stephen Enoch, Andrew Barron, Michae! Flood, Des
Gilroy, Jack Harnngton, Niall McConnell, Pat McCabe, Art O'Leary.
Ciaran O"Carroll, Paul Rowan, Ronnie Petric, Tony Tynan, Michacl
Wright, Barbara Young.

We made many fniends intermationally and these fricndships have lasted
to the present day, The year alone, I entertained John Steinbauer (JCI
Secretary  General), Graham Sinclair (clected World President in
Dublmn) and Hiroshi Maeda (World President for Dublin Congress).

I suppose the best example 1 can. give of the lasting fricndships of our
group. which inecidentally included wives for the cxcellent Ladies
Programmue at the Congress. was that i (993, we held a2 World
Congress Orgamsing Comnuttee Reunion Party, It was attended by B0
members and wives, and Hiroshi Maeda and his wife, Asa. flew in from
Takva to be with us. What 2 night and whal memories!

Douglas Thormton
World Congress Director :
ICT Silver Jubilee World Congress Dublin 1970



