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2006 JCI IRELAND DEBATING COMPETITION

RULES & GUIDELINES

1.
Entry:

(a)
Entry is free.

(b) Entries can be made any time prior to commencement of the Competition. Entries can not be accepted after the first round draw has taken place. 
(c) All entrants should if at all possible provide an adjudicator.
(d) Entry must be confirmed on the form provided by email or hand delivery to: 

Graham Hanlon:  email graham@doylehanlon.com

2.
Participation:

(a)
LOM’s may enter more than one team.

(b) Each team must comprise of 3 team members made up of 2 speakers and a coach, together with an adjudicator. (4 persons in total)

(c) All Debates will be conducted through English.

(d) Teams are not limited to formation based on LOM membership and it is possible for members of different LOM’s to enter a team.
(e) The Competition will be conducted in a series of rounds. Only the winning team will advance to the further rounds and accordingly those who loose will be eliminated without recourse to a further debate.

3.
Speaking Format:

(a)
The speaking format will be as follows: -



First Speaker   -   four minutes.



Second Speaker  -  four minutes.



Summation – Four minutes.


The Team Captain will sum up for the team - four minutes. The First Speaker need not necessarily be the team captain 

(b) The First speaker for the Government shall commence the debate. Thereafter the speakers alternate between the teams except for the summation, which is always given by the opposition first.

4.
Debating Format:
(a) The debating format will be decided by the Debates Convenor by drawing the names of the teams randomly, the first name drawn debating against the second name drawn, the third name drawn debating against the fourth name drawn and so on, until all names have been exhausted. This procedure shall be known as the “First Round Draw” and shall take place immediately prior to commencement of the Competition.

(b) In the likely event of an inequality of teams entering to facilitate a quarter final first round, those teams drawn first may have an extra debate and other teams may have the benefit of a “BYE” facilitating their progress to a further round without the necessity of debating. In this event paragraph 4. (a) is duly amended.

(c) The Debating Competition is an impromptu competition and the motions for debate will be announced to the Teams in the auditorium at least 25 minutes before their debate.

(d) It is the responsibility of the teams to be present in the auditorium when the motion for their debate is announced. 

(e) The First team drawn or the first team through to successive rounds will be the team to be the Government (proposition).

5. Motions:

(a) Teams, individuals and members of JCI are invited to submit Motions for debate to the Debates Convenor at any time.

6.
POINT OF INFORMATION:


(a)
A participating speaker during their debate can only give a Point of Information. Substitutes, supporters, members of the audience etc. cannot offer or answer Points of Information.


(b)
The following is the procedure for giving and accepting Points of Information.



i
if giving a Point of Information, raise your hand or place on head and stand up and addressing the speaker at the podium, say, "On A Point Of Information".



ii
Wait for the speaker to indicate whether if he or she will listen to your point. If the speaker says "No thank you", or indicates by way of a gesture that the point will not be taken, or continues with their speech ignoring you, then sit down.



iii
If the speaker indicates that he or she will take the point, then give it clearly and briefly and then sit down. Do not retort to the speakers reply and at no stage should a conversation between speakers develop.



iv
If speaking, and an opponent offers a Point of Information, you can accept it there and then or you can refuse to accept it, or you can indicate you will deal with it in a moment when you are finished your own point you are making. 



v.
When replying to a Point of Information, be brief, humorous if possible, and return to your speech.


(c)
A Point of Information can only be given between the beginning of the second minute and the end of the second last minute of each speakers allotted maximum time. A bell will sound to mark same. 

7.
JCl IRELAND

(a)
JCl  Ireland will be responsible for organising the venue, judges and other procedural and logistical matters for the competition.

8.
Adjudication:

(a)
Each Debate will be adjudged by an Adjudicating Panel of three people appointed by The Chairman of the Debate.

(b) The Panel of Adjudicators will be chaired by the "The Chairman of the Adjudicating Panel" and the Chairman of the Adjudicating Panel shall deliver the verdict of the said Panel to the Chairman of the Debate who shall then announce the result.

(c) Such verdict once announced shall be final and no appeal shall arise therefrom.

9.
Chairman of the Debate:

(a)
The Debates Convenor will appoint a person to chair the proceedings of each Debate.


(b)
The Chairman will be responsible for the smooth and efficient running of each Debate in accordance with Standing Orders.


(c)
The Chairman will be shown every courtesy and respect.

Application forms together with any queries regarding the above Rules should be sent to the Debates Convenor.

GRAHAM HANLON, at graham@doylehanlon.com.

